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INDEXED FEE INCREASE:
In 2018, the county 

began yearly indexing of  
the fees using a complex 
formula. Separate from 
that, commissioners can 
also decide to increase 
the fee closer to the 
maximum allowed.

WHY HAVE FEES?
Impact fees are 

intended to off set 

the capital costs of  
development, including 
roads, schools, libraries, 
police and emergency 
medical services. 
Charlotte County 
eliminated all but fees for 
transportation following 
the recession. Other fees 
have been added back in.

All types of  private 
construction must pay 
fees, from fast food to 
retail to hospitals to 
banks.

THE DEBATE: 
The local building 

construction industry 
has formally objected 
to impact fees, saying 
construction by itself  
adds to the tax base, 
and that the fees simply 
increase the cost of  living 
to consumers.

Some commissioners, 
Christopher Constance 
in particular, want fees 
to go much higher so 
that property tax payers 
bear less burden for 
community expansion.
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similar claims,” Smith 
added.

Smith said the 
primary problem with 
this situation is the 
lack of  data and studies 
regarding CBD, and 
cannabis in general, 
which prevents these 
products from proving 
whether or not they are 
within compliance.

“(The) FDA approves 
a new drug on the 
basis of  scientifi c 
data and information 
demonstrating that 
the drug is safe and 
eff ective,” the agency 
said in it’s warning to 
Curaleaf. “New drugs 
may not be legally 
introduced or delivered 
for introduction into 
interstate commerce 

without prior approval 
from the FDA.”

The FDA approved 
its fi rst drug consisting 
of  an active ingredient 
derived from marijuana 
in June, 2018. The drug, 
Epidiolex, is a CBD 
oral solution for the 
treatment of  seizures.

“This is going to be 
another example of  
one part of  the Federal 
government saying 
some aspect of  the 
cannabis plant is legal 
and another arm saying 
it’s not,” Smith added, 
with the DEA currently 
listing all cannabis 
plant pharmaceuticals 
as Schedule I drugs, but 
also the FDA approving 
Epidiolex. “One 
bureaucracy says it’s 
legal, the other says it’s 
not.”

“There’s so much 
bureaucracy to 
get approved to do 

(marijuana-related) 
studies,” Smith said, 
with it typically taking 
two to three years.

Curaleaf  said that 
the letter does not raise 
issues concerning the 
quality or consistency of  
their products, nor does 
it question the “high 
safety standards” of  the 
company’s cultivation 
and manufacturing 
process.

Curaleaf’s CBD 
products are derived 
from hemp and meet 
the requirements of  the 
Farm Bill, the company 
stated.

The company has 15 
working days to notify 
the FDA of  the specifi c 
steps it will take to 
correct these violations.
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Animal Welfare League 
thanks clerk’s office
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The Animal Welfare League of Charlotte County recently presented Charlotte 
County Clerk of the Circuit Court Roger Eaton and his team with an honorarium 
for their continued support and helping to raise funds for the shelter. From 
left: Marie Hicks, Stacey Mininsohn, Lisa Wolf (holding adoptable AWL puppy 
Emma), AWL Board President Cherie George, Clerk of the Circuit Court Roger 
Eaton, and AWL board member Nanette Leonard.
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PORT CHARLOTTE 
— Judy McPherson has 
been teaching piano 
for over 45 years. Many 
of  her students in Port 
Charlotte, North Port 
and the surrounding 
areas, enjoy spinning 
her wheel and winning 
a prize.

That is, only if  they’ve 
practiced since their 
last lesson. “It is a very 
eff ective tool in making 
learning music fun,” 
said McPherson.

When did you open your 
business?
12 years ago.

What has changed since you 
opened?
For one thing, I have a 
lot more students rang-
ing in age from child to 
adult. And of  course we 
are doing much more in 
the area of  song writing.

What is your most popular 
service you provide?
I would have to say the 
songwriting is the most 
asked for service that 
I provide. I also teach 
students to not only 
learn notes but chords.

What’s the hardest part 
about your business?
Keeping the little ones 
focused on learning. 
They are either trying to 

pet the dogs or looking 
at the prizes that they 
will be able to win after 
their lesson. I have a 
wheel that they get 
to spin if  they have 
practiced.

What sets you apart from 
other businesses?
I work with digital music 
on the computer with 
students as well as the 
traditional piano. Plus 
we work on songwriting 
as well as learning how 
to play the music.

What advice do you have 
for someone just starting a 
business?
I love kids and adults. 
I fi nd that when your 
passionate about some-
thing it is very reward-
ing to see my student 
excel at the songwriting 

and music that I teach 
them...patience is key.

What does the future hold 
for your business?
 Since I am getting older, 
I mostly concentrate on 
giving my students ev-
erything I have learned. 
I will always try and 
make learning music 
enjoyable for all.

She aims to make music fun
Business spotlight: Judy’s Music 
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Judy McPherson has been teaching piano for over 
45 years. She teaches students in Port Charlotte, 
North Port, and surrounding areas.

Judy’s Music
Address: 16800 Toledo 

Blade Blvd., Port 

Charlotte

Owner: Judy McPherson

Phone: 941-916-0125

Online: www.

judysmusic.com

A two-vehicle 
wreck around noon 
Wednesday blocked 
traffic at the inter-
section of  U.S. 41 and 
Olympia Boulevard. 
One person was trans-
ported by ambulance 
with non-life-threat-
ening injuries. Lanes 
were reopened around 
2 p.m.

Crash injures 1, blocks traffic 

in Punta Gorda
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Construction activity Wednesday building new stores at Kings Crossing 
Shopping Center in Port Charlotte.
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Where Shopping Makes Cents
charlottecountychamber.org
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JAMES W. MALLONEE, P.A.
LAW OFFICE

JAMES W. MALLONEE
PROBATE               WILLS/TRUSTS
GUARDIANSHIPS   REAL ESTATE
Offi ce Hours – Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 5:00PM

946 Tamiami Trail, #206, Port Charlotte, FL 33953
871 Venetia Bay Blvd. Suite #225, Venice, FL 34285

(941) 207-2223
www.jameswmallonee.com

(941) 206-2223
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WESTCHESTER GOLD 
& DIAMONDS

“LET US ROCK YOUR WORLD”

We buy and sell diamonds, gold, 
silver, coins, Rolex and 

vintage jewelry

Port Charlotte • 941-625-0666
IN BUSINESS OVER 41 YEARS

DR. SUSAN R. BROOKS
General Dentistry
 Implants • Cosmetic 
• Nitrous Oxide
• Dentures & One Day Repair
• Laser Periodontal Therapy
New Patients Welcome

3440 Conway Blvd. #2A 
(Behind Post Offi  ce)
Port Charlotte 

941-234-3420
www.susanrbrooksdds.com

FINALLY IN 
PORT 
CHARLOTTE 
LOW COST 
DENTURES!!
CALL US NOW!!
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