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October 1, 2017 
 
 
Honorable Chairman 
Members of the County Commission 
Residents of Charlotte County 
 
 
Pursuant to Section 218.35 Florida Statutes, presented herewith is the adopted fee officer budget for the 
Charlotte County Clerk of the Circuit Court for the 2017/2018 fiscal  year.  This statute requires the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court to prepare the budget in two parts:  The budget necessary to perform Court Related functions as 
defined in F.S. 28.36 and the budget relating to the requirements of the Clerk as Clerk to the Board of County 
Commissioners, County Auditor, and custodian or treasurer of all County funds and other County related duties.   
 
The Clerk’s office revenues consist of charges for services and fees generated by the activities of the official 
records division, court related fines, fees and costs, interest earnings, miscellaneous charges and Board funding 
for those activities conducted on behalf of the BCC, as outlined in the June 1 budget submittal.  Our request for 
Board funding has not changed from the June 1 submittal, and remains at a 1.9% overall decrease from the 
Fiscal Year 2017 amended budget.  
 
The Records division fulfills the responsibilities outlined in Chapter 28.222 F.S which states “The Clerk of the 
circuit court shall be the recorder of all instruments that he or she may be required or authorized by law to 
record in the county where he or she is clerk.”  It also sets forth a fee schedule for service charges, which are 
used to support this function.  
 
The 2013 Legislature made revisions to the court related funding of the clerk operations.  The clerk retains court 
related fines fees and costs to perform the court related functions.  Any excess monies collected are remitted to 
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Clerks of the Court Trust Fund.  The Florida Clerks of Court 
Operations Corporation (CCOC) oversees the budget process, granting budget authority to each of the 67 
Counties based upon Florida Statutes budgetary guidelines for Court Operations budgets. Budget Authority was 
granted by the Florida CCOC on September 15, 2017. Charlotte County’s Budget Authority for Court Related 
functions was reduced by $111,454 or 2.9% from our original request.   
 
The 2004 session of the Florida legislature established an additional $4.00 per page recording fee to cover the 
cost of the Court Automation Systems (CAS).  The CAS network is a centralized database and a central 
repository of images developed to meet the requirements of the agencies involved in the judicial process.   
 
The information technology budget represents Helpdesk, Network, and Software Support activities performed 
by the Clerk’s office in carrying out constitutional responsibilities and functions on behalf of the Board of 
County Commissioners. 
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At the direction of the Board of County Commissioners and in cooperation with its administration, a Records 
Center fund has been established to provide records management services to selected departments of the Board 
of County Commissioners.  The Clerk acts as manager of this operation on behalf of the Board.  The proposed 
budget represents the twenty-first year of operation. 
 
The people of Charlotte County deserve effective and efficient service at the least possible cost.   I believe this 
philosophy is reflected in this proposal. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
_____________________________ 
ROGER D EATON 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COUNTY COMPTROLLER 
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